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Armstrong Reserve Rehabilitation – Endplan Environmental Consultants  

Post Activity Report #2 & Quarterly Weed Monitoring Report (2-3/12) 
Activity Date(s): 16/12/20 – 26/03/21 Conducted By:  Jarrad Sherborne 

Site Reference: Armstrong Reserve Reviewed By: Alex Johnston 

Area (ha): 2.8 Project No: P904A 

 

Site Condition and Approach 
• Armstrong Reserve is a small remnant bushland, the majority of which is classified as a Priority 

Ecological Community (PEC). The reserve is also known habitat for Declared Rare Flora (DRF). 

• Edge effects are evident around the site, particularly along the north western boundary which adjoins 

residential allotments. Grasses and ornamental plants were observed to be encroaching from 

numerous residences. 

• Introduced grasses such as Kikuyu, Buffalo are most common as well as Veldt Grass (Annual and 

Perennial) and South African Lovegrass. Watsonia and Gladiolus species are also present around the 

edges of the reserve.  

• A high abundance of woody weeds were present across the site, primarily Acacia longifolia, Acacia 

iteaphylla and Acacia pycnantha.  

• The Armstrong Reserve Weed Management Plan (WMP) (Onshore Environmental) was used to 

develop a weed control prioritisation schedule (see below). This additional differentiation of high 

and medium priority weeds provides a triaged approach to weed management and more efficient 

focus of resources. 

 

 

Action Taken 

Date(s): Activity Description 

09/03/21 & 
26/03/21 

Summer Weed 
Control 
Treatment 
(3/3 First Year 
treatments) 

Targeted weed control focussing on re-emerging grasses and woody 
weeds. Large Acacia pycnantha and several smaller Acacia longifolia 
removed and treated near NE corner of reserve. Additional slashing of 
African love grass was undertaken along Gifford Road verge.  
  

16/12/21 Fuel Load 
Reduction (Var 
1 – 3/3 
complete) 

Slashing and removal of 9m³ of dry fuel load from key areas of site, 
focussing on areas planned for revegetation. Material was disposed of at 
the Vidler Rd waste facility. 
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Previous Action Taken 

Date(s): Activity Description 

05/08/20 Baseline 
Monitoring 

Establishment and data collection of 6x monitoring quadrats. Sites were 
selected to focus on key revegetation areas where vegetation condition 
was highly degraded. These sites will be monitored biannually for the 
project duration. 
 

28/08/20 – 
29/08/20 

Initial Weed 
Control 
Treatment 

Initial weed Control was undertaken for the treatment/removal of 
general weeds (grasses and broadleaf weeds), Geophytes and Woody 
Weeds.  
 
Focus was given to priority 1 weeds and Woody Weeds such as Acacia 
iteaphylla, Acacia longifolia and Acacia pycnantha, which were found 
predominantly along Gifford Road. Juncus acutus was observed at the 
southern point of the reserve on Naturaliste Terrace and was removed.  

02/09/20 – 
04/09/20 

Fuel Load 
Reduction (Var 
1 – 2/3 
complete) 

Approximately 35m3 of fine and coarse (>75mm) woody debris was 
selectively removed from the reserve as a means of fire hazard 
reduction. Material was collected and disposed of at Vidler Road Landfill 
and Tranen depot.  

14/09/20 Follow-up 
Weed Control 
(1/3 First year 
treatments) 

Weed Control was undertaken (grass selective herbicides) for the 
treatment of introduced grasses. Strong caution was taken due to the 
presence of native grasses (Conostylis sp. and Austrostipa sp.). Along the 
access track at the north-western margin of the reserve, particular 
attention was given to Kikuyu and Buffalo Grass. These grasses display a 
higher prevalence at this location through encroachment from adjoining 
residences.  
The north-eastern margin of the reserve, along Gifford Road, shows a 
stronger prevalence of grasses such as African Lovegrass and Veldt Grass 
(Perennial and Annual). Vinca major and Dipogon lignosus (Pink flower) 
were observed on the southern margin of the reserve off Armstrong 
Place.  
 

03/11/20 Follow-up 
Weed Control 
(2/3 First year 
treatments) 

Weed Control through the wiping of Geophytes, selective spray of 
grasses and treatment/removal of other priority weeds was completed.  
There was a particular focus on the wiping of Gladiolus and the spraying 
of Kikuyu and Buffalo grass along the north-western boundary access 
track.  
A Juncus acutus specimen was also discovered and removed from site 
again at the southern point of the reserve on Naturaliste Terrace.  
Dipogon lignosus (white flower) was also observed where Gifford Road 
joins the reserve access track at the north end of the reserve. This 
specimen and those found on the Armstrong Place margin were cut to 
kill off accumulated biomass growing within the tree canopy.  

20/11/20 Plant orders  The species list was developed and approved, with orders confirmed at 
local nurseries for first year planting. The species selected were chosen 
based on their existing presence within the reserve, priority to local 
provenance material and limited numbers of overstorey species due to 
the high existing canopy cover. It is anticipated that establishment rates 
will be lower due to the heavy tree canopy and limited available light in 
many of the revegetation areas. 
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Additional Comments 

 
• Weed control works have been highly successful to date. All large areas of invasive grasses have now 

been controlled to low coverage and re-emerging weeds will be treated as required; 

• The monitoring quadrats reflect minimal weed cover on average across the site and there is evidence 

of natural native recruitment increasing in these areas. Weed cover within the monitoring quadrats 

is estimated at <10%; 

• Woody weeds, ornamentals and succulents have now been almost completely removed from across 

the site, with the latest site inspection only locating a small number of newly emerged A. longifolia 

and the last remaining established A. pycnantha was removed; 

• On-going follow-up weed control will continue through the autumn / winter period and effective 

control prior to planting is expected to be achieved.
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Photographs 

 

 

 

 

Treated Kikuyu NW Section– Weed Control – 14/09/20 

Treated Kikuyu NW Section – Weed Control – 09/03/21 Treated Kikuyu NW Section– Weed Control – 9/3/21 
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Follow-up Weed Control NE Section – 09/03/21 


